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 Metrosideros umbellata          Bulbinella rossii
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A final call to Tierra Fuego and around the Martial Glacier in Argentina with its Southern Beech
forest, Darwin's Orange Ball Fungus, white Dog Orchid and Fuschia magellanica.  Among rocks a
pale yellow flowered  Caltha with arrow-shaped leaves, white  Primula magellanica, hummocks of
rock  hard  .??...with  yellow  flowers  at  Cerro  Martial,  Perezia  magellanica,  the  composite
Naussauvia magellanica (278/413) with a globose spike of usually white flowers.  In Chile, Punta
Arenas and further north Chiloe Island, clumps of Calceolaria and Chiliotrichum diffusum scrub.

I doubt very much whether any other UK alpine gardener has ventured either to Wrangel or the
Aukland/Campbell  Islands,  so  this  talk  will  long  remain  in  our  memories  for  its  content  and
photographs that few others will have seen.  Not only plants and animal life at extreme latitudes, but
the extreme hardiness and determination of both Brenda and Tony!  Remarkable travellers and a
fascinating story.
 
http://www.70south.com/resources/antarctic-environment
http://www.ouareau.com/auckland/
http://www.wild-russia.org/bioregion1/1-wrangel/wr-pinkflower.htm
http://www.murihiku.com/Maps.htm
http://www.murihiku.com/Maps.htm
http://www.murihiku.com/IslandsMain.htm
www.milnesplantlink.co.nz/  Report on the visit to the Sub Antarctic Islands
www.qsl.net/zl9ci/zl9info.htm Cambell Info.
www.plantexplorers.com/explorers/biographies/hooker/megaherbs.htm
www.qsl.net/zl9ci/zl9info.html
www.technobeat.com/NONSENSE/Subantarctic.html

 Southern Royal Albatross
 Pleurophyllum speciosum



Apologies for misleading you about this talk last month – failure to look at the updated programme!
Ian Rumley-Dawson's 'Wildflowers of the Pacific' will be on November 18.  I also missed in last
month's  newsletter,  Roger  Facer's  article  on  his  trip  up  Mt.  Galen  in  search  of  Primula
tschuktschorum  in 267/94 (March 1997).

RM

Chairman’s News – March 2006.

Spring seems a long time in coming this year but it will when we are least expecting it. Members of
the Committee met on the 4th March and reviewed the forthcoming events.

The next meeting is on Saturday the 18th of March when due to programme changes beyond our
control,  Roy Metcalfe will be our speaker on ‘Plants and their Alpine Environment.’  Roy has
travelled widely in different mountain ranges and has a wealth of experience and knowledge gained
from travel in his earlier capacity of Assistant Director of Tours for the AGS. This led him to a study
of plants in the wild.

The subject is important to all of us who try to grow alpine and rock garden plants in order that we
attempt to  provide them with the conditions  they crave.  We can’t  simulate the weather  at  high
altitudes,  of  snow,  ice  and  desiccating  winds,   but  providing  we  are  aware  of  their  needs  for
drainage, sun or shade, acid or alkaline growing medium, and degree of humus and moisture levels,
our losses in our gardens will be reduced considerably.  I am grateful to Roy for volunteering to
tackle this vital subject from which we shall benefit enormously. Roy can’t be expected to both give
the lecture and write it up afterwards. Have we any volunteers for this little Task?  Already written
unless you want a shortened version! RM

The April lecture is on the second Saturday which is the 8th of April.  Our usual 3rd Saturday
would be Easter weekend. We are fortunate in having secured David Lang from Barcombe. David
is a retired veterinary surgeon and will be well known to many for his books on the Orchids of
Sussex and Orchids of Britain. He is a very keen botanist and ornithologist and has just returned
from a fascinating journey in Chile. The title of his talk will be 'Chile –A long thin Journey’. This
is an area we have not visited recently and is one most of us will never ever get to. I suggest this is a
lecture not to be missed. We shall also be holding our spring members plant sale on that night.
Please bring what ever you can spare for this worthwhile cause. The income will all accrue to the
Group Funds and helps to keep the subscriptions down and contributes toward the cost of speakers
and hiring the Hall.

Two weeks later on Saturday the 22nd of April is our Local Group Show in the Adastra Hall in
Hassocks.  David  Brown  has  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and  effort  in  organising  an
interesting and we hope profitable show which is a shop window for us and hopefully may attract
some new local residents to come and join us. David has revamped the schedule in an effort to make
it more user friendly for members entering their first show. He has also introduced photographic,
flower arrangements and artistic classes and it is my hope everyone can enter one or more classes.
Mary Randall has again agreed to judge the classes.

On Saturday the 20th of May David and Ruth Brown have kindly agreed to open their garden
in Hassocks for our Annual  Open Garden Fund Raising Event. Please make sure you  have
entered the date in your diary, bring your wife/husband, relations and friends to this enjoyable event
We shall be endeavouring to raise money for our Group Funds through a raffle, plant sales and other
events. Not only can you visit another member’s garden but have tea and socialise with other Group
members and in that way we get to know each other better and become a more cohesive Group. 

After that you can have a period of well earned rest until we start again on the 16th of September.
The programme of speakers for 2006/2007 is in place and the programme will be distributed to
members at the last meeting of the year in April. 



We  now  have  our  own  steel  storage  cupboard  in  the  Hall  into  which  goes  the  projector,  PA
equipment, name badges etc. A new 5ft screen has also been purchased and will be stored in the Hall
both are due to the efforts of our Admin Secretary - Geoff Smith, for which I extend my grateful
thanks. 

Keith Moorhouse


